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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination filed on 
9/08/05. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-13, 16-21, 24-29, and 32-34 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-13, 16-21, 24-29, and 32-34 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being taught by Yoshida et al (USPN: 6622220) hereinafter referred to 
as Yoshida. 

As to claim 1 , Yoshida teaches a storage apparatus comprising a gateway 
having a processor, a memory, a vpn program, a view table, and at least one port 
operative to connect to a vpn, said view table including authorized user address, virtual 
destination addresses corresponding to said user addresses, destination addresses 
corresponding to said virtual destination addresses, virtual volume Ids corresponding to 
said user addresses, and volume Ids corresponding to said virtual volume Ids (Fig 1, col 
6, lines 27-45), a plurality of devices that store information, each of said devices further 
comprising at least one volume, server, switch, and an internal network connection said 
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gateway, server, switch, and one of said plurality of devices that store information (fig 1; 
col 5, line 39 to col 6, line 7) wherein said gateway receives a data packet for storing, 
retrieves a virtual destination address and a user address from said data packet, 
confirms that the user address retrieved corresponds to an authorized user address in 
the view table, uses the view table to confirm that the cirtual destination address 
corresponds to the user address, reads from the view table a corresponding destination 
address for a particular one of said plurality of devices that store information, and 
thereupon replaces in said data packet said virtual destination address with said 
corresponding destination address from said view table (col 5, line 39 to col 6 line 35; 
Fig 1, numerals 110, 115, 120, 130, 135, and 140), wherein said gateway searches in 
said data packet for vpn volume id and if found, thereupon confirms that the vpn volume 
id corresponds to the user address, reads from said view table a volume id 
corresponding to said vpn volume id and replaces vpn volume id in said data packet 
with said volume id (figs 2A and 2B; col 4, line 52 to col 5, line 36). 

As to claim 2, Yoshida teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said gateway 
authenticates a source of said data packet based upon a user address in said data 
packet (col 3, lines 56 to col 4, line 23). 

As to claim 4, Yoshida teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein said virtual 
private network uses a first protocol and said internal network uses a second protocol, 
and wherein said gateway translates said data packet from said first protocol to said 
second protocol (copl 1, lines 23-40). 
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As to claim 5, Yoshida teaches the apparatus of claim 4, wherein said first 
protocol comprises at least one of IP protocol, ATM, and Fibre channel (col 2, lines 60- 
66). 

As to claim 6, Yoshida teaches the apparatus of claim 4, wherein said second 
protocol comprises at least one of IP protocol, ATM, and Fibre channel (col 2, lines 60- 
66). 

As to claim 8, Yoshida teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said gateway 
receives a data packet being sent to said virtual private network, and thereupon 
searches in said view table for a destination address retrieved from said data packet, 
and thereupon reads from said view table a corresponding virtual destination address, 
and thereupon replaces in said data packet said destination address with said 
corresponding virtual destination address from said view table (col 6, lines 45-63). 

As to claim 9, Yoshida teaches the apparatus of claim 1 wherein said virtual 
destination address and said destination address are stored in a table (col 6, lines 45- 
63) 

Claims 10-13, 16-21, 24-29, and 32-34 contain similar limitations as the above- 
mentioned apparatus claims and are thus rejected under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Asad M. Nawaz whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3988. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571 ) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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